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ilm critic Antonia Shoraka
F highlighted that Shiraz,
with itsrich cultural
and historical attractions,
brings added value to the Fajr
International Film Festival.
Hosting the festival in Shiraz
helps decentralize the event
from Tehran, where it was
traditionally held in spring.
Autumn in Shiraz offers pleasant
weather, avoiding summer heat
and the December-January
holiday slowdown. The timing
also benefits the film market,
providing a key opportunity
toshowcase Iranian cinema
tointernational distributors.
Shoraka stressed that
preserving this independence
is crucial for the festival’s
continued growth and global

X

"q‘(l

%%;%%c

129 s Silgs ojlginins ungu g Jgo diljgy dupin

DAILY BULLETIN OF THE 43RD FAJR INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

g
=
AN
w
w

295 o0 ply> IS Il bsz 12 5l 6 b © a3 g 518 | 6T Lo o pls

presence.




DAILY BULLETIN OF THE 43RD FAJR INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

129 pdud Silgo ojlginiis upgu g Jgo diljgy aupiu

1€.€ 5379 auiuindy -ylaz o)louis H‘

L
(=]
=
=1
o=
[
—
(=]
(-]
(23
(7]
(-5
o

onak Taher, director
of thelIran-Canada-
ustralia co-production

“Two Faces of Autumn,”
reflected onreturning to lran
after many years to make
this film. The story follows
twin sisters with contrasting
personalities. Taher
emphasized the extensive
research and preparation
undertaken to connect with
the actors and fully address
the challenges of absence
before making the film.
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assilis Mazomenos,
Vdirector of the Greek

production “Endless
Land,” shared that his
inspiration came from travels
through rural northern Greece.
The film centers on the loss of
roots, identity, and collective
memory, aiming torecover
these sacred elements that
are fading in anincreasingly
materialistic society.
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of the Indianfilm“The

Other Side,” discussed a
storyline where a teenage
girlloses her mother to
severe depression and
suicide. Thefilm explores
societal patterns affecting
women and illustrates the
cultural barriers that prevent
the young girl from attending
her mother’s funeral due
to menstrual taboos and
associated superstitions.

I ndu Lakshmi, director
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ivyanshu Rathour, production
D executive of the Indian film

“Pyre,” explained that the
film portrays an elderly couple
livinginaruralvillage in India.
It highlights how young people
leaving in search of employment
contributes to the isolation of older
generations. Directed by Vinod
Kapri, a prominent filmmakerin
India, the filmreflects on social
change and its emotional impact
onthe elderly.
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enk izgoren, director of
c the Turkish film “Beyond

the Rails,” shared that
the main character,a woman
facing cancer, contemplates
suicide on arailway track.
However, encountering
turtles trapped on the tracks
sparks a transformation
within her, illustrating how
small, unexpected events
can profoundly alter one’s
perspective on life and
survival.
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hang Zhong, director of
Z the Chinese - Iranian co-

production“Chang’an,
Xi’an,” written by Narges Abyar,
described his film as “a window
that familiarizes the audience
with reality.” He explained
that the story follows awoman
whose characterreflects the
struggles faced by women. While
revisiting her old memories,
the audience graduallyrealizes
her mentalillness, revealing
adeeply personal and human
perspective.
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not only an inspiration but also a window into the world of cinema that

transformed his perspective. Ceylan says that watching Kiarostami’s films felt
like seeing his own country, as Iran and Turkey share similarities in their people and
landscapes. He emphasizes that Kiarostami approaches the lives of ordinary people
withdeep compassion and empathy, introducing afresh cinematic language thathas
shaped Ceylan’s own aesthetic path. Ceylan is one of the pioneers of “slow cinema,”
astyle that, instead of fast-paced Hollywood editing and constant suspense, adopts
a deliberate rhythm, open frames, and long takes, inviting viewers to focus on the
nuances of life and philosophical questions about existence. He believes cinema

N uriBilge Ceylan, the prominent Turkishfilmmaker, considers Abbas Kiarostami

D
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0,l)0 S5 g floxi (sl slazm o with profound emotional experiences. He sees cinema as a journey where time, 3\
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o S5 g aelgd 5l g L Kiarostamitaughthim, thateven the simplestthings canbe transformedinto cinema. o
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should explore the gap betweenreal life and thereality presented onscreen, creating
areflective experience for the audience. Ceylan shifted from engineering to cinema,
influenced heavily by Russian literature, especially Dostoevsky and Chekhov,
which helped shape his narrative style and visual aesthetics. In his films, such as
Winter Sleep and Across the Hill, he favors silence and subtle details over extensive
dialogue, believing thattruthliesinthe unspokenaspects of life. Heregards boredom
as an artistic tool, suggesting that new insights and understanding often arise
from moments of ennui. Ceylan also reflects on nature; although he has little direct
connection with it in daily life, natural elements in his films provide the audience
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Rezai, a jury member of the

International Competition at the
43rd Fajr International Film Festival,
expressed his excitement about
participating in the festival. “Many
of the films | have scored have been
shown atinternational festivals, but
composers themselves rarely have a
visible presence or dedicated section.
I’m truly happy to be part of the jury this
year,” he said. Rezai emphasized the
universal nature of music: “Fortunately,
music knows no borders. Itis trulya
blessing. | am lucky to live ina country
with arich and valuable musical
heritage, including a strong European-
influenced tradition that | often draw
on. However, the main challengeinliran
is the available resources.” He added,
“If you compare studios in Europe or
the U.S., therecording facilities, the
number of musicians, and the quality

E xperienced composer Christophe
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reek filmmaker and writer
G Angelos Frantzis,ina

workshop titled “Poetic
Cinema of Greece,” explained
that every viewer interprets
poetic cinema differently.
He emphasized that cinema
combines arts such as music,
imagery, and poetry, but poetic
cinemacannotbereduced
to words. “Poetryis about
language and speech, yet poetic
cinemais notliteral,” Frantzis
said. He added that while many
assume poetic cinemadepicts
rural life or slow rhythms,
its essence cannot be fully
explained through language,
highlighting the unique nature of
this cinematic form.
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of orchestras are at alevel that is very
difficult toreplicate here. It’s not alack
of potential—we have it—but costs are

high. Copyright systems, whichare a
key source of income for composers,

are also missing here.”
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he 43rd Fajr International Film Festival is currently taking place in Shiraz, where 18 Iranian

and international jurors are evaluating 46 films from Asia, Europe, and Africa across four

main sections including International Competition, Eastern Vista, Future Frame, and The
Broken Olive. The composition of afestival juryis always one of the mostimportant aspects of

any cultural and cinematic event. This year, FIFF has assembled a diverse jury to bring together
multiple perspectives and influential voices. After a three-year pause, the festival is striving to
reclaimits global identity, beginning with the inclusion of renowned figures such as renowned
Turkish Nuri Bilge Ceylan. The credibility and expertise of the jurors directly impact the evaluation
process, and the 43rd FIFF has strengthened its international standing by leveraging this

distinguished jury.

CEPEL R TL
Broken Olive
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